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Portulaca oleracea L. (common purslane), belonging to the family Portulacaceae, is a widespread species 
by means of artificial introductions (CABI, 2017). To date, several herbivorous insects have been known to be as-
sociated with this plant, including the purslane leaf-mining weevil, Hypurus bertrandi (Perris, 1852) (Coleop-
tera, Curculionidae, Ceutorhynchinae) (Morimoto, 1984). It is a sub-cosmopolitan weevil occurring in Africa, 
Europe, Asia, Australia, the Pacific, and America (McFadyen, 1994; Colonnelli, 2004). In addition, McFadyen 
(1994) strongly suggested that this weevil occurs in the Philippines, based on the linear mines of weevil larvae he 
observed in the common purslane leaves in Los Baños, Laguna, Luzon. As far as we know, however, its occur-
rence in the Philippines has not been confirmed until now. Recently, we had an opportunity in Los Baños to find 
P. oleracea with many leaf-mines and were able to collect many weevil larvae and one adult of H. bertrandi on 
the plant. In this paper, we report the first record of H. bertrandi for the country. Before going further, the first au-
thor would like to thank Enzo Colonnelli (Rome) for his kind help with literature. Also, the authors would like 
to thank the Entomology section laboratory, Institute of Plant Breeding, College of Agriculture and Food Science, 
University of the Philippines Los Baños for allowing us to collect the weevil in the area.

Hypurus bertrandi (Perris, 1852)  
(Figs. 1–5)

Ceutorhynchus bertrandi Perris, 1852, 183 (type locality: “de Mont-de-Marsan à Sanguinet”).
Hypurus bertrandi: Rey, 1882, 189 (establishment of the new genus Hypurus for C. bertrandi). –––– McFadyen, 1994, 43 (re-

cord from Australia & possible occurrence in the Philippines). 
See Colonnelli (2004) for other synonymy.

Specimens examined.  Philippines: Luzon. 1 male adult and many larvae, Laguna, Los Baños, UPLB-CAFS 
Institute of Plant Breeding, 13.VII.2017, H. Yoshitake leg., on P. oleracea.

Distribution.  Africa (Cape Verde, Egypt, Morocco, Madagascar, Nigeria & Tunisia), Europe (Croatia, 
France, Italy, Spain & Portugal), Asia (Indonesia, Japan & South Korea; Philippines –– new record), Australia, 
the Pacific (Hawaii & the Marianas), and America (Puerto Rico & mainland USA).

Notes.  The adult weevil was collected on common purslane growing on grounds near Entomology section 
laboratory, Institute of Plant Breeding, College of Agriculture and Food Science, University of the Philippines 
Los Baños (Figs. 3 & 4). Several mines formed by weevil larvae in the common purslane leaves were found at 
the same time (Fig. 5). The larvae are considered to be conspecific with the adult since there are no other 
leaf-mining weevils known to be associated with P. oleracea. This weevil is native to the Mediterranean coun-
tries (McFadyen, 1994) and therefore might have been introduced to the Philippines from its neighboring re-
gions, as had already been done to Australia.
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Figs. 1–5.  Hypurus bertrandi from Luzon, the Philippines. —— 1, Dorsal habitus; 2, lateral habitus; 3–5, habitat 
and host plant of H. bertrandi in Los Baños, Laguna (3, habitat; 4, Portulaca oleracea (common purslane); 5, 
mines of weevil larvae in common purslane leaves).


